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The collection represents purely an internal research tool for the purpose of Directorate
Patent Law of the European Patent Office. No guarantee can be given for its
completeness or correctness.

The documents produced before 1969 cannot be provided in English as this was not an
official language in the period before that date. These documents therefore are provided in
French and German.
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EERRE ‘ TEIEI ; EURCPEAN PATENT OFFICE

STATUS AND GEIT"'RAI' ORGANTSA.TION

’._“-’-irticle ﬁ

‘7:_"?7}?-‘"53- il V",iieéal- stafﬁs L s

= (’1) The Eu:x:opean. Esten.t Office is an organlsatlon. common
"o the Contracting States and. endowed. fvith. adminlstrat:x.ve and. o

R I

f:.nanczal autonon:y'. E

i 3 (2.) The act...v.ities of the Em:opean Patent Off:.c
¢ sucervised. ‘by the Adm.nistrabive Council. .
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‘Article 37a
Assignhent of tasks by means of a special agreeﬁént'

The-duropean Patent Offlce may be given addltlonal

V’tasks by a special agreement within the meaning of Article 8a.,_g

Soeclal organs common. to the States entering into thls

,_,agreement'may'be set up within the European Patent Office in
K order to carry out such additional tasks j such organs. shall

be: subaact to the superVLSlon,of a select commlttee of the -
Admlnlsuratxve-CounCLl, B
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Article 32 ) .
ALegal. character .
| C’]) The- uuropean Patent Oi‘fice shall have legal L : “,
- nersonal:x.t‘y - ' : 4T L e W
PR (2) In each of the Contracting S’cates, the ..;uronean Pa‘bent -
g _Office shall enjoy the most e:c"ens;we legal capac:.ty accorded o
T 0k legal persons- under the national law 3 it may, in. partz_cular,._ ' '

) i acquire or transfer movable and. immovable pronerty and ma:r sue- : "
: '.'and. be sued in its own name. ST

7

(5) The President of the European Patent Office shall
exercz.se the Iegal capacity of that Ofi’ice.

BN
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‘Artic-le 29

"AIio‘ca.-tié;l and Branches for information and liaison

(’T ) The Eun:opean Patent Office sha.ll ber loca:*’ed. at e :

. the European Patent Office may be created.—ii' need be ‘for the -

purpose of information and lia:.son, in the Contractlng States.

P or *v:r.th the In‘berna.tlonal Patents Institute at The Hague or
'other jnter—governmental orgam.satw ons in the field of :
- Aindustr:r.al property, subject te the: approval o:t the Gcntractmg

Sta‘be o o:cgam.satn.cn concerned.v : T
V-5 gl . (3) "' deleted- TR
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Article 34
.7;'_;' _ .- Languages

(1)-- :ubaect to the: fol*0W1ng prov1510ns, the-languages &

'::'in'usefat the: Auropean.Patent Qffice shall.be Hngllsh, French
‘and’German. o= ;.ﬁ»'h'_~‘7ijvw i LR N L .:f-}?fEZL

a-

(2) Persons hav1ng'the1r reglstered place of business -
or ordlnary're51dence within the territory of one of the

~

3}Contract1ng States in which an official language other- than
fthe languaoes spec1fled in paragranh T is used, an d,natlonals

)~ of that State: who are resident abroad, may file applications

'fdr'auronean.patentS'ln.thau lanouage. Nevertheless, a.trans—-_'

- lation: into one of’ the Ianguages referred to in paragraph T
. must be produced w1th1n.the Derlod.prescglbed_ln.the Imple-

f?f5mentlng Eegulatlons.of'thls Conventlon.

e Rt -u..'

C}) aubaect to the exceptmons prov1ded for~1n the

: Implemenylng Regulations, the language of an appllcatlon
~ for- a Zuropean patent or, in the-case referred to in
- paragraph 2, that of the tr,nslatlon, must be used in all

dealings with: the “uronean Patent Office. If = document

- has %o be produced be:ore the expiration. of a time limit,

paragraph 2 shall apply mutatis mutandis, - provided that the

-translatlon.ls croduced in the language of the oroceedlngs
e w1th1n.the perlod.prescrlbed71n the Implementlng Regulatlons..'

(4) Eptries in the Rcﬁister of Eurovean Patents shé‘ll~

" be made in the three languages referred to in paragraph 1.

In cases of doubt, the entry in the language of the application

- or in the case referred to in paragraph 2, in that of the

translation, shall be authentic.
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: (439 European Patent aopllcatﬂons shal1 be publlshed in ‘5!:‘f
rufp the languace of the application or, in the case referred to Jw[fiéﬁ?'
 in paragraph 2, that of the translation j 'a translation =
of the claims into each of the other two- languaoes referred

%o inm paragr=ph 4 shall e at ached._v' : . -

‘ (;) The prlnted.SPeCLflcatlons of European patents ‘ S
- shall be published inm-the language of the application or,’ ST
1n_t“e cage referred uO 1n.paragraph 2, in that of the LA
tra*slatlon‘; they shall 1nclude a translatlon.of the clalms
 “into each of the other*two languages referred to inm
paragvaph 1. rfff'f;‘ '711_g~qu;‘=; TN

'ﬁ’%i; "(6) mhere'shalI.bevpubllshed.ln the-three languages—
k) referred to 1n;naragraph41 ' R

(a) the: pabent clalms contalned.ln the notlflcatlon.pursuant':i
: to ArtcheWQG, paragraph 2) T '

(b) the»wuropean Patent Bulletln _
(c) the Ofrlclal Journal of the Huropean‘Patent Offlce{ﬂ).,-

(1) The cuesulon whether a Con+r9ct1nv State for Vhlch
a Zuropean "patent is granted and whose official
language is not that of the published patent may
require the applicant to furnish a translation of
the printed patent specification into the language
of that auate will be re-examined Water
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, Erivilegesﬁanq immunities . . ’:\::.fﬁh"

SRR e 8w e o st 4 o

The:EUzopean‘Patent Offvce shall enaoy'1n.the~ter*1#ory’o£f

‘*rﬁhe Contracting'States the privileges;and,lmmunltles nacessany

e Q;for’achlev1ng its tasks.under~condltlons deflned,ln a separate

<(¢)-f A.spe01al working Darty is to be enfrusted v1th.the
’ task.of elaboratlng thls PIOtOCOLm :

(2) Whether this article should: be modified to include
all the organs provided for by the present
'Conventlon,partlcularly the ndmlnlstratlve Counczl,
will be examined later. ,

7/

BR/GT I/8 e/69 che



| Y & G PO
"}-'. ;}*;,;“;'}‘. - Article 36 ‘:, e l°.‘_;;

: Administration
(1) The Dre51dent of the European.Eatent Qffice shall
" ensure that the Qffice is aamlnlstered.ln accordance with
s the provisions: of this Conventlon.and its Implementing e
*'flqegulatlons as also, in so far'as the: JuLopean,Patent Qffice o
;"lS glven-nddltlonal tasks on the basis of a speclal ag”eement
" within the meaning of “irticle 8a ', in accordance with the.
;;prov151on5»of such special agreement and. 1t5‘1mpl=ment1ng v
’“regulatlons.‘He ‘shall be r°spon51ble for the activities of 4
the Vuropean Eatent Olflce to the Admlnlstratlve Coun01l.
] (2) To this °nd the Eresxdent*shall have ‘the follow1ng*"‘\ -
s powers > ,1.‘;:_:_> :

AN % ;._ . ~j_ L ade e ~

'1 ‘(a) he shall taﬁe akl necessary‘steps to ensare the functlonlng'
¥ 'J{foftthe uuronean Patent Offlce 5 i Ta 3

~

'?hermay“place.befbre the*Admlnlstratlve Counc1l any‘proposal
for amendlng'thls Conventlonnand any proposal for general

.regulations or decisions concerning the European Patent 4
- Qffice whlch.come w1th1n the- competence of the Admlnlatratﬂve",'
Council s ‘ % ‘ e

(c) he shall prepare and.implement the budget in conformity’
. with the financial provisions ; e o

- (d) hé’shall:submit-each year*the accounts, the balance
. sheet andla_management’report,to the Administrative
7@ Council ;3 -5 - ' g ' :

- (e) ke shall exercise superv1aory author ty over the personnel j;

r(f) he shall appoint:the officials and employees other than
those referred to in irticle 37, and shall decide on
their promotion ; ' B - = - - s
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(g) he: shall exerc1se dlSClpllnary authorlty'over’the offlcwals
and employees- other tham those referred to in Article-37,.
'and;may'nropose-dlsc1plenary action to the Administrative v

g ;1- Council with regard to ozfxczals referred to in Art lcle-37, »"3
M'f:mpavagraph 3 WEAC R P - e
f:[f.(h} he- may'delewate his functlonS'tc one or more offlclals. e-f;i_,fé*'
e or employees of the uuropean.Patent'Offlce : ‘ : S

_ﬂ(ijzhe shalI normally take-pant Ln,the dlscu551ons of the P
3 > Admlnlstratwve uOUDCll o »fn Lo e e A

s (5) The- Pre31dent shallsbe a551sted_by'a number oﬂ
# Vice—fre51dents- In his. absence, he sha‘l'be renresen*ed ?”
'iaf by one of the Vlce-;resedenus (ﬁ). . ‘

(1) This article will be re-examined in the light of
the provisions relating to the Admlnlsuratlve Council.

"BR/GT I/8 e/39 mk



= & - %
: Arta.cle j
Appo:.nument of sen:.or OfflClalS

(’!‘ } Ther Presn.\‘ent oﬂ the European Paten.t Offn:ce shal}_
be a:opomted. by declslon. of the .«xdm:_nn.stratlve comcll- ‘

’p_.-A,,.~f

(2) The Vlce-Presn.den.ts shal]_ be appomted by‘ dec:n.sn.on.
_f: the ‘Ldm:a.nlstrata.ve uouncn.l ai'ter uhe Bres:Ld.ent has been :

' consulted.. R L A Gl M, ST g Tl s TR

: (3) The k.embers of thé Boards of ;-.ppeal a.nd. of the ‘
Iargeﬁ" Board ‘of” ippeal.- shall be- a;ppo:.nted; bv the declslon
of the “dmz.nlst*atlve vouncn.l taken. on the p::oposal of the_

2 "7,}_Pres:r.denu- A R e Ty -

et
v, . 3
Ne = £l
A
.
B
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o —
"
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» "*Dutieé‘,qf: office LS
* Cﬂ) The officials: and.other employees of‘the -

T;ﬁ-ffgfi Eurcpean.Patent‘Offlce are bound, even: after the - iy
 ?, ’ - termimation of their employmenr not to- dlSClOS& ol ,:
*"i?:fjff 1nfbrmatlon,whlch.by~lts nauure is a.pro£e551ona1 ; ; -

~

: e St C2) mhe afflclals or~other employeesvoﬁ the _
.Q_?”fg’ “uropean Patent Office may-not in the ‘course. of their
?jjp":f:‘ employmenty flle»appllcatlons for»patents either dlrectly
S 4,3 ot through,an_lnte*medlary ‘ L

-

= -._u\ e

j;gfu} (9) ﬂhe».dmlnzstr““xve uouncll shall.adopt the ‘
s 'servxce regulatlons-of‘offlclalsﬁan& the conditions oﬂ
jemployment af‘other servants of”the European-Patenv

Offlce,~
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) 'f};C_f :' ’,Artlcle 39 '_. ;_ :;” .“ gi.:fi‘;_”;;; 

Dispures be*ween the Juropean Patent Cffice. and.lts staf¢ g“ ;mlf

L AR s
o 2 S g & = Fos . =

| An.Appeals Commlttee.whose comp051tlcn.and,procedure
shall.be lald.down.ln a specwal statute shall,be competent

o To adJudlcate in any dlsputefbetween,the European: Patent ﬂfﬁ;n

Lo Office: and its servants within the limits and under the . ;]
conditions lald.down,by'thelr serv1ce rngulatlons oz—‘

condﬂtlons of’employment(1),

- (1) The special statute relating to the,dppeals
. Committee will be rorked out by a special
working party.
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Article 40
Sl U LiabiTitY -

(’l) The contractual l:_ablllty of the nuropean Pa:cen’c
Offlce shall be: governed, by the law applﬂ cable to the

relevan:b contract- Mo T NI e e Fon S T2 -

PR

(?.) In "he matter oi‘ non—contra;ctual llablllty, the
7 r..u.ropea.n Patent Office shall be bound, in conformity w:.th
A'_’»-'the general prmclples common - to the laws of the Contractlng;
_";atates, to make good any damage caused by 1ts employees m
i the pe?‘formance of then.r du.tles. e T '

) (3) The personal l:.ab:.lz.ty of‘ Lts employees towerds
‘the r.u;.opean. Patent Office- shall be lald. down in thelr serv:l.ce
j'_.;;iiregula‘clons« or: condltlons of employmente_ ip o

; - (Y Dlsnutes concerzn.ng; ’che recovery of damages prov:.d.ed. 2

. for in parac‘ra*ohs 1-and 2 :,-,all be decided by the courts
- with gu.rldectz.on to decide such disputes in the. place at
,-’whlch the _;u*opean_ Patent Office is locatede P
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